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The educational philosophy of the Portland Public Schools is based on the concept of a democratic 

society that recognizes, respects and promotes the dignity and worth of the individual and seeks to 

provide an equal opportunity for each student to realize his or her fullest potential for academic and 

personal achievement.  Recognizing that each student is unique with individual abilities, interests, 

background, and heritage, the Portland Public Schools believe: 

 

  That each student must be given appropriate opportunity to develop the concept of self-

worth, to master the basic skills in communication, numbers, the social and other sciences, 

and vocational endeavor; 

  to develop skills leading toward economic independence; 

  to understand the American heritage and ideals, to appreciate those of other cultural 

backgrounds, races or nationalities; 

  to develop positive attitudes toward responsible citizenship; 

  to explore the cultural arts; 

  to recognize the importance of physical and mental health; 

  to participate constructively in a changing society; 

  to understand the relationship of humankind to the environment; 

  to develop moral and ethical values based on the rights and responsibilities of the individual, 

and 

  to develop a range of interests in physical, intellectual, and creative areas of endeavor. 

 

Portland Public Schools provide an environment that encourages the uniqueness of each individual. All 

students are challenged to reach their potential and to become self-motivated, life-long learners. All 

schools collaborate with the community to foster the development of citizens who will be productive in a 

diverse global society. 

 

Valley View Elementary School,  

Deborah Graner 2015-2016, Principal 

Jessica Bruenn 2016 - 2017, Principal  

Enrollment       239  
During the 2015 - 2017 time period, there were many transitions for Valley View.  Mrs. Graner retired, 

along with many other staff members, and Mrs. Bruenn became the new principal in 2016.   The modulars 

were taken down and grade two students were transitioned to Gildersleeve School resulting in a decrease 

in enrollment numbers.   In order to engage and challenge our students, Reading Workshop became a 

focus for implementation and growth. We established WIN, What I Need, a consistent time in the 

schedule that allows for intervention and enrichment, and we implemented a new system for our SRBI 

process in efforts to help our students succeed and progress monitor.   

 

 
Gildersleeve Elementary School, Grades 2-4 

Ryan Walstrom, Principal 

Enrollment 295  
The past years have focused on creating a cohesive curriculum that offers consistency and appropriate 

scope and sequence for all the elementary schools. During this period, Gildersleeve School has been 

immersed in the implementation of the Reader’s Workshop and our new math program, Bridges in 

Mathematics.  We have also added an intervention period to the schedule which we call the “What I Need 

Now (WINN) block.  Lastly, the Gildersleeve teachers are in the process of learning and piloting new 

science units that are aligned to the NGSS standards.   

 

    
  



Brownstone Intermediate School. Grades 5-6 

Allison Hine, Principal 

Enrollment    208 

Brownstone Intermediate School continues to support student growth and achievement through a 

variety of programs.  Brownstone staff has focused on Character Education in the last two years 

using a variety of programs including Restorative Practices.  Our PTO supports both in-school 

and out-of-school programming including trips to the Noah Webster House, and an ecological 

trip to Hammonassett Beach State Park. Brownstone is proud to have one of our sixth grade 

students serving as the 2018 Connecticut Kid Governor!   

 

 

Portland Middle School, Grades 7-8           

Scott Giegerich, Principal          

Enrollment         213                    

Portland Middle School is proud of its record of academic achievement annually.  We are a small, 

tight, caring community of learners.  Our students are scheduled for the traditional core academics 

as well as a broad array of unified arts courses.  All students participate in Spanish and French in 

the 7th grade.  Band and Chorus are options available to all students as well.  In addition to FACS, 

Music Technology, Art, and Technology Education, all 8th grade students participate in an 

Entrepreneur’s Course.  Students consider and then determine which products they would like to 

design, manufacture, and market. The products are sold at the annual P.O.P. (Portland’s Own 

Products) Expo.  Portland Middle School’s advisory program meets regularly and serves as an 

additional support to the social and emotional well-being of all students.  

 

 

Portland High School, Grades 9-12 

Kathryn Lawson, Principal 

Enrollment    374 

Portland High School expanded its Advanced Placement class offerings to include AP 

Psychology, AP Government and AP Computer Science. The music program went to Florida and 

students in the band and chorus had the opportunity to perform for an international audience in 

one of the four Disney Theme Parks. The Marching Band performed in the Electric Light Parade 

and the Chorus performed at Disney Springs. The High School launched new initiatives in our 

Athletics department. A Unified Sports team kicked off competition and students began to swim 

with the Cromwell High School team. PHS began a co-op football program with Cromwell High 

School. The Golf team won the Shoreline Conference Championship and the Division IV State 

Championship in 2016. 


